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What Makes Bookkeeping Difficult to Learn?
Empirical study of university students enrolled in “Introductions to bookkeeping”

®E B

Takaya Tomoyose

Abstract

When the number of people learning bookkeeping increases, the Japanese economy is
strengthened. However, many believe that acquisition of bookkeeping skills is difficult.
Consequently, the number of university graduates with training in bookkeeping is
decreasing. To solve this problem it is necessary to make bookkeeping classes more
interesting. In this study of 53 university students enrolled in an introductory
bookkeeping course, I first discuss why bookkeeping is difficult to learn.

A time series analysis of the data suggested the following factors that make bookkeeping
difficult to learn : (1) principles of double entry bookkeeping ; (2) large number of
account titles ; (3) large number of rules and principles associated with bookkeeping :
(4) difficulties calculating depreciation ; (5) difficulties calculating cost of sales : (6)
difficulties creating bookkeeping worksheets. Additionally, the decrease in available
study time leading up to final exams, was identified as an external factor contributing to
make bookkeeping difficult to learn.
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