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A Cross-Cultural Sports Club formation and fixation Study
on Japan and Europe
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Jun Eguchi

Abstract
In this paper, the writer does a cross-cultural study on the essence of sports clubs in
Europe and Japan, discussing the following four points :
1) Characteristics of Japanese style sports club culture viewed from the point of special
qualities of sports groups.
2) Sumo stables which are considered to be a typical Japanese sports club culture,
namely, the origin of “the family-style systems.”
3) Sports clubs of the United Kingdom and Germany.
4) Things Japanese observed in European sports clubs founded in the foreign
settlements in the Bakumatsu Period, or Late Tokugawa Shogunate and the Meiji
Period.
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