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Abstract

Since the diversification of consumer needs has drastically increased recently,
specialization in the distribution function is in great demand. The main provider of the
distribution function has been wholesalers, but this is also changing now. Retailers have
started to substitute the role of the distribution operation in many cases.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss what kind of distribution function the retailers
actually need, whether the manufacturers and the wholesalers offer adequate distribution
functions for the retailers’ needs, and finally the difference between their ideas on the

specific needs of the distribution function.
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