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Abstract

This study investigates the impact of social networks on business expansion of sole
proprietors after independent openings and clarifies the effects on business expansion.
Interviews and analysis with eight sole proprietors it was confirmed that sole proprietors
are linked to business expansion behavior by participating in communities of different
industries and the same industry. In particular it was confirmed that professional sole
proprietors participate in communities of different industries, and that there are four
types of different industries. Such activities are beneficial for sole proprietors who have
recently opened their own businesses. Based on these points in this study we have
presented theoretical and practical implications for points that individual business owners

should be aware of when expanding their business.
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